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illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . .. for government purposes, the last and least subdivision is the school district. To this
almost infinitesimal fraction of population is assigned the ultimate responsibility for the schools. In no country
is the work of supervision intrusted to men so little educated, so little endowed with executive capacity, as in
ours. No country pays so meanly its officers of instruction and inspection. No country rewards genuine
executive ability better when this ability is directed to the management of a railroad or a manufacturing
enterprise. Legislators will probably never be found unwilling to amuse the petitioners for temperance laws,
anti-bribery laws and compulsory education laws, by readily enacting whatever correct doctrine these may be
pleased to formulate. But laws doubling or trebling the salaries of county commissioners and enforcing as a
condition of eligibility to a county commissionership the passing of a rigid examination in science, ancient and
modern literature, and civic law--such laws, on which, or on the like of which, the bare respectability of our
future education depends, no one need at present indulge the hope of seeing passed by any probable State
Legislature. When the report was thrown open for discussion, Principal B. Lewis, of Mount Morris, said it might
be inferred from the report that the only danger of denominational interference with school management was
from the Catholics. He thought this was unjust. There were boards of education in this State as fully controlled
by Methodist, or Presbyterian or Baptist influence, as ever any...
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