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story of the territorial acquisitions of the United States is a very wonderful story. The patriotic citizen of today
points with pride to the men and events that helped to give independence to our nation. His heart thrills at the
mention of Concord and Yorktown. He feels profoundly grateful to the heroes of the time of the American
Revolution, regardless of whether they be soldiers or statesmen, and justly so for we owe to them a debt of
gratitude that can never be repaid. But while it is true that we should hold in sacred memory the names of the
brave men who helped to transform the thirteen English colonies into thirteen free and independent states, it is
equally true that we should not torget these other brave men who continued the work so nobly begun. The
heroes of the Revolution made us a nation, but it was the work of men no less heroes to extend the boundaries
of that nation until from a narrow strip of land along the Atlantic seaboard, it had come to reach from sea to
sea and to include lands and islands which the patriots of 75 did not even know to exist. To tell something of this
great movement, to sketch briefly the inside history of the various land cessions is the purpose of this little
volume. The original basis of this work was a series of papers prepared by the author in a course in Territorial
Expansion of the United States, taken at Oklahoma University in 1911 under Professor J. S. Buchanan, Head of
the Department of History and Dean...
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