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Certain pigments are normal constituents of the body, but only
find their way into the urine under morbid conditions, such as
hemoglobin, bilirubin, billverdln and melanin. There is a group
of coloring matters that may claim to be urinary pigments in a
more special sense, seeing that they may all be present, if only
in traces, in the urine of persons who may fairly be considered
to be In normal health. Urochrome, urobilin,
hematoporphyrin, and uroerythrin belong to this class.
Urochrome is the most abundant of the urinary pigments, and
to It the familiar yellow color of normal urine is probably
entirely due. Urobilin only occurs in very small amount in
normal urine, and wholly in the form of chromogen.
Hematoporphyrin is present in mere traces in normal urine
and often in Increased quantity in disease. Uroerythrin may
appear in small amounts as...
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