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enable England to defy and despise the menaces of the Catholic powers. Cecil, however, understood too well his
mistress s humour to feel confidence; and Arran, had there been no other objection, was a raw, sullen, half-
crazy boy, who, under the most propitious circumstances, would have failed to find favour. The time was come
when the Queen would be compelled to declare her intentions. As soon as the French were gone from Leith and
the English army were over the Border, the Scotch Estates assembled at Edinburgh, and Knox and his friends
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