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... 11 gasleasing program as for the lease sale called for in S. 2253. Mr. Chairman, we look forward to working
with you and your staff on this legislation. CONCLUSION This Administration and the Department of the Interior
remain committed to en-suring that the OCS remains a solid contributor to the nations energy needs. The
relative contribution from federal offshore areas will increase in the upcoming years due to activity in the deep
water areas of the Western and Central Gulf of Mexico. Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement. Please allow
me to express my sin-cere appreciation for the continued support and interest of this committee for MMSs
programs. It would be my pleasure to answer any questions you or other members of the Committee may have
at this time. The C. Thank you very much. HAIRMAN Senator Bingaman. INGAMAN Senator B. Thank you very
much for your testimony. Let me just ask about the timeframe, first of all, because as | un-derstand, the draft
proposal that you folks have issued is for the next 5 years. And thats the normal way that MMS has gone about
this, they prepare a plan and say over the next 5 years, these areas will be made available for leasing. Am I right
about that Ms. B. Right now, Mr. Chairman, we are proposing - this URTON is a draft proposal. And in this draft
proposal, which will start July 1,...
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